Acoustic fronts – meeting requirements for a quiet working environment
Prestigious companies normally have an impressive complex of offices whose modern architecture reflects the status and innovative capabilities of the organisation. Materials such as stone, concrete, glass and aluminium dominate on these huge, loft-type office floors. Even the corridors of power are now no longer carpeted, which, although welcome in terms of the design aspects, massively increases the amount of background noise. The hard materials used amplify every sound and create echoes. Traditional sound insulation elements such as carpets and curtains have almost entirely disappeared from modern open-plan offices. To achieve pleasant room acoustics, new sound absorbers need to be developed. These should be able to be integrated as discreetly as possible into the existing architecture. This type of invisible, sound-absorbing system must not only be small and conform to high technical standards, it must also impact as little as possible in the room design of the architect. It is widely recognised that background noise represents one of the greatest stress factors in the workplace. Even minor noise disturbance adversely affects concentration and noticeably hinders mental work processes. Studies have shown that reducing the noise level by just 10 dB at the workplace can result in a 12 % rise in performance. Increasing attention has therefore been paid to this significant factor in the well-being of employees and innovative solutions have been researched. Sound-insulating walls and partitions continue to be one of the most widely used countermeasures to unwanted noise. However, it is difficult to integrate them into the design concept of modern offices. Sound insulation should combine two aspects that are difficult to reconcile – acoustics and design. In order to meet the requirement of many customers for a low-noise working environment in the office, Stilo has developed sound-absorbing acoustic fronts that can be integrated directly into existing furniture.
Stilo has started a trend and acoustic elements can already be fitted in the "Face" and "Puzzle" ranges instead of standard front and back panels. These acoustic fronts, which can be integrated in office furniture, offer an optimal combination of effective noise reduction and stylish design. 
The famous Fraunhofer Institute has subjected the acoustic fronts to intensive tests. Using the measurements from these tests, the building acoustic engineer can develop a concept directly with the customer, which enables the precise calculation of room acoustics and the employment of suitable sound insulation measures. 
With the installation of acoustic fronts, Stilo is employing one of the most modern methods of noise suppression, thus contributing to a significant reduction in noise emissions at the office workplace. The acoustic fronts offer a technologically advanced solution for reducing daily background noise to a tolerable level and providing all employees with a pleasant and quiet working environment. 

